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not feel that, instead of expending sums so vast in form-
ing* colonies, he would much more rapidly have aug-
mented his revenues and the population of his provinces,
by enfranchising those unfortunate beasts of burden who,
under the human form, cultivate the earth, by distribu-
ting among them the extensive tracts called domains
(which absorb almost the half of your estates) in pro-
prietaries, and on condition of paying certain hereditary
quitrents in kind?

All these particulars, and a thousand others of a like
kind, are strange, no doubt; yet it is not totally impos-
sible to explain such eccentricities of mind in a great
man. Without entering here into a particular inquiry
concerning that quality of mind whence it resulted that
Frederick II. was much rather a singular example of the
development of great character, in its proper place, than
of an elevated genius, bestowed by Nature, and superior
to other men, it is easy to perceive that, having applied
the whole power of his abilities to form a grand military
force, with provinces that were disunited, parceled out
and generally unfruitful; and, for that purpose, wishing
to outstrip the slow march of Nature, he principally
thought of money, because money was the only engine
of speed. Hence originated with him his idolatry of
money; his love of amassing, realizing, and heaping.
Those fiscal systems which most effectually stripped the
people of their metal were those in which he most
delighted. Every artifice, every fiscal extortion, that has
taken birth in kingdoms the most luxurious, which, un-
fortunately, in this as in other things, gave the fashion
to Europe, were by turns naturalized in his States.
Frederick II. was the more easily led to pursue this pur-
pose, because such was the situation of some of his
provinces that they were almost necessarily a market for
the products of Saxony, Poland, etc., and thus the multi-
plicity and severity of his duties were less rapidly
destructive of the revenue arising from the tolls. Be-
sides that, his nation, but little active, and still, perhaps,
tainted by that Germanic improvidence which neglects
or disdains to save, did not afford him any other im-
mediate resource than what might be found in the Royalions, that do not appertain
